Pseudomyxoma peritonei arising from colonic polyps.
Pseudomyxoma peritonei may have as its primary site a mucinous gastrointestinal adenoma or carcinoma that gains access to the peritoneal cavity. This manuscript describes this disease arising from a benign or malignant colonic polyp. From a database of over 1000 pseudomyxoma peritonei patients and colorectal carcinomatosis patients, three cases were identified in which the primary tumor site was a colonic polyp. The clinical history and course of these patients were studied. In a review of the clinical management of these patients, all three had an event whereby neoplastic cells from the surface of the colonic polyp could have gained access to the free peritoneal cavity. The patients developed the characteristic pseudomyxoma peritonei syndrome. All three patients were treated with cytoreductive surgery plus perioperative hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemotherapy. Colonic polyps can serve as a source of dysplastic cells whereby pseudomyxoma peritonei can result. Caution to prevent seeding to the free peritoneal cavity during surgery for colonic polyps should be observed. If pseudomyxoma peritonei develops, cytoreductive surgery and perioperative intraperitoneal chemotherapy should be considered for treatment.